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21 OCT 1976 


_ MEMORAKDUM FOR: General Counsel 
ATTENTION ': Mr. Richard H. Lansdale 


Sidney D. Stembridge 
Acting Director of Security 


FRO 


Reverend Martin Luther Eing, Jr. 
‘Department of Justice Request 


SUBJECT 


1.. Reference-is made to your request of 4 October 1976 

oF 76-5493) in relation to a Department of Justice invese- * 

gation concerning the past activities of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation (FBI) which were directed at the late 
Reverend Nartin Luther King. Reference asked that the Office 
of Security determine through its files the nature and extent 
of any contact between the Agency | and the FBI concerning 
Reverend King. 


ew? t 
2. A Search of our files has disclosed numerous FBI 

docunents which either mention or concern Reverend king as well 
as a limited number of internal Office of Security docunents 

- which relate to FBI/CIA interest in Reverend King. Forwarded 
herewith as Tabs A through J are copies of each of these docu- 
ments. A brief description of thesé documents together with 
an explanation of the Office of Security files fron which muese 
documents were obtained appears: below: 


a. Tab A consists of both Office. of Security ere 
and FLI originated documents from our file on © HS 
‘Reverend Martin Luther King (058353 062) and which | 
appear to relate to referenced request. No. 
sanitization has been effected on these documents. 


b. Tab 8 consists of documents taken from the 
Office of Security file on Mr. (Jay Richard Kennedy ‘ 
((OS#172 $27)\ and which appear to relate to refor- 
enced request. It should be noted that (Hr. kennedy 
was a confidential informant of the Office of 
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3 Security (circa 1958 through 1969 and reported 
. ‘to this Office primarily on matters pertaining 

: (to the activities of various civil rights. 
(leaders. The documents within Tab B refer to 
The Reverend Martin Luther King, together with | 
other civil rights leaders, and it is presumed 
that the substance of the information contained 
within these documents was passed to the FBI 
through our routine liaison Channels. Limited 
Sanitization has been effected on two of these 
documents to delete certain information which 
is completely unrelated to civil rights and/or 
the Keverend King. | . 


c. Tab C consists of a 23 May 1967 FBI 
Study entitled "Racial Violence Potential in 
the United States This Summer," which refers 
in part to Reverend King. This docunent was 
obtained from the Office of Security file on 
Stokely Carmichael (054493 507). No saniti- 
zation has been effected on this FBI document. 


d. Tab D consists of Several FBI documents 
-which refer to either Reverend King and/or 
dirs. Coretta (nee:. Scott) King obtained from 
Volumes IV, VII, XIV, XIX of the Office of 
Security file entitled “Vietnam Peace Drives" 
(OS#467 849). No sanitization has been 
effected on these documents. ey 


®.. Tab E consists of a 23’ August 1961 FBI - 
document entitled "Southern Conference Educa- 
tional Fund" which mentions Reverend King and | 
was obtained from the Office of Security file 
concerning the Southern Conference Educational. | 
Fund, Incorporated (05#358 451). No sanitiza- 
tion hasbeen effected on this document. a 


: £. Tab F consists of two FBI docunents 
from the Office of Security file on Mrs. King ' 
(OS#541 487). ‘Both of these documents appear 
to be portions of two separate FBI documents-- 
the first being an excerpt froma 2 July 1968 
electronic message and the second being page . 
five. of. an FBI memorandum identified only by 
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the number "NY 100-95954." Hrs. King's file 
does not contain either of these documents in 
their entirety. No sanitization has been 
effected on these docunents. : 


g. Tab G consists of a 15 June 1965 FBI 
nenorandum entitled “Demonstrations Protesting 
United States Intervention in Vietnam and the 
Dominican Republic" which mentions Mrs. King. 
Cited document was obtained from the Office of 
Security file on the Congress of Unrepresented 
People (057466 698). No sanitization has been 
effected on this docunent. 


h. Tab H consists of a S January 1968 FBI bodies 
memorandum entitled "Demonstrations Protesting 
United States Intervention. in. Vietnam" which: . 
mentions Mrs. Coretta (nee: Scott) King. This 
document was obtained from the Office of 
Security file pertaining to the Women's Strike 
for Peace (0S#356 394) and has not been sanitized. 


i. Tab I consists of two internal Agency 
docunents and selected pages from an FBI docu- 
uent, all of which concern and/or refer to 
Reverend King and the FBI's interest in that 
regard. These documents were obtained from the 
Office of Security file pertaining to the 
Black Power Threat (0S#534 051). The selected 
pages from the FBI document appear to have been 
extractad from « December 1967 FBI memorandum 

entitled “The New Left: Road to Anarchy," and 
_the entire document could not be located. No 
- sanitization has been effected on these docu- 
ments. — a 


3. ‘Also attached hereto as Tab J is ad copy of an Agency 
dispatch from the JMWAVE Project in.Miami, Florida, to Heade — 
quarters, dated 15 July 1966, This dispatch relates to a joint 

- Dade County Police Department/FBI surveillance of Reverend Martin 
Luther King which occurred on 19-20 May 1966 and was obtained 
from the Office of Security file relating to the Peace Center 
of Miami (0S#333 467). The information within the dispatch 
concerning the surveillance had been provided to JMYAVE officials 
in confidence by a representative of the Dade County Police 
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Department, without the knowledze of the FBI. This dispatch te 
Should be coordinated with the Latin America Division/Directorate 

of Operations prior to our showing the dispatch to the Department 

of Justice, 


4. Please note that all of these documents are forwarded 
to you on an “on loan” basis and retain their present classi- 
fication. It is our recommendation that the Departnent of 
Justice be allowed to review the attached documents here in 
ileadquarters in the presence of representatives from both the 
Office of Security and your Office. Should the Department of 
Justice determine through this review that they require copies 
of any of the attached material, additional coordination and/or 
sanitization could then be accomplished prior to transmitting 


any of these documents to the Department of Justice. 2 4 


5. ke defer to you as to whether any coordination with 
the FBI is necessary prior to showing the attached FBI memoranda 
to the Lepartment of Justice. Please contact Mr. Bruce L. 
Solie, Chief, Security. Analysis Group, extension 7682, when 
arrangerents for the Department of Justice review of this 
material have been established. Mr. Solie will insure that an 
Office of Security representetive is present during the review. 


5) 


Sidney D. Stembridge 


Atts 
Distribution: ae 
Orig §€ 1 - Addressee 
1 - DDA 
1 ~ D/Security, 
1 « OS Registry 
1 = DD/PSI 
1 = SAG 
— 71 - King File 


OS/PSI/SAG/JSHUNT:j an: (200CT76) 
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MEMORANDUM FOR : Deputy Director for Support - | 


SUBJECT : The Militants: Ase Up-date on the 
Black Power Threat. we. oh 
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1. This memorandum is for information only. 
ida ttre ab 


2. By memorandum entitled "Threat to CIA by Some 
Black Power Elements," dated 11 December 1967, I advised you of 
the results of inquiries with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and 
the review of existing materials in the Office of Security concerning 
militant "Black Power" organizations and personalities, I specifi- 
cally noted those groups and personalities which have expressed 
hostility against this Agency and its operations, 


3. Since that time additional significant information has 
been received which reflects increased activity on the part of the 
‘militants, coupled with threats for what they have termed "The Bloody 
Summer." Although the ranks of the extremists are still proportion-  —_-. - 
ately small, their threats of violence must be given greater weight he 
than might normally be attributed to their small percentage of the U.S. _ 
Negro population. A review of these recent developments is attached 
for your information. : an 


. _ 4 In addition to the new information onthe extreme mili- 
tants, we have also noted two scheduled developments for the months 
of April and May which will be of interest to you. They are: se 

a. Beginning on 22 April 1968, Dr. Martin Luther. 

King, Jr., and his Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
‘Will initiate their "Poor People's Campaign" in Washington, D.C. os 
On that day, Dr. King has indicated-he will lead "waves of the nation's” <= 
poor and disinherited" into the city for prolonged, disruptive and '"non- 
violent" demonstrations to demand government action for "jobs or in- 
come for all.'' He has indicated that his initial cadre of up to 3, 000 
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volunteers will remain in the nation's capital "until America responds." 
In what Dr. King calls the "last resort for nonviolence," SCLC re- 
portedly plans lobbying and other action against the Capitol, a shut-down 
of all government buildings, transportation tie-ups and school boycotts. 
It has been threatened that if troops are used to quell these actions, Dr. 
King will call for demonstrations in other key cities of the nation. As 
the campaign escalates, SCLC has indicated it will call in peace groups 
to strengthen the program. 


Significantly, Dr. King's campaign will begin early 
in the announced "International Days of Protest, " 21-30 April 1968, 
sponsored by the National Mobilization Committee to End the War in 
Vietnam, a group in which Dr. King, Mrs. King, and Rev. James Bevel, 
a King aide, have been particularly active. The National Mobilization 
Committee is known to include members of the. Communist Party, USA, 
and other subversive groups. Present plans for the ten-day Vietnam 
protest call for local and regional demonstrations and concentrated 
organizing efforts around the country, as well as coordinated protests - . ay 22 
abroad. As part of the campaign, the Student Mobilization Committee to:- . 
End the War in Vietnam, Students for a Democratic Society, and SNCC's i 
Black Anti-war Anti-Draft Union have issued a call for a national 
student 'strike for peace in Vietnam and against racism at home and 
abroad, '' 26 April. On 27 April the sponsors have called for a unified 
demonstration of the full force of the movement with organized protests 
and marches in major U.S. cities. 


ay 


Spearheading the Washington campaign is Rev. 
Bernard Lafayette, Jr., 27, a member of the civil rights movement 


' since he was a teen-ager. He was an original member of the Nashville, 


Tennessee, student movement in 1960 and participated in the much- 
publicized "Freedom Rides." As field secretary for the Student Non- 
violent Coordinating Committee, he led voter registration and commu- 
nity organizing campaigns in Mississippi and Alabama. His most recent » 
work has been with the American Friends Service Committee in Chicago 
and as director of the Nergepomers Service PPOjOST: in 1 the Honpury 
section of Boston. : te a 


Joining Lafayette | in  GooudinnGae the Washington se 
protests is the Rev. James Bevel, who reportedly will direct the: Mnon-.- 2. Heels 
violence" during the campaign. Bevel, it will be recalled, was released ~~ 
from his duties with the SCLC more than a year mE? to pecome National 


hes Gal Ay 
SECRET: 


pes eee ee 


14-00000 


a 


« 


. 


( ie aoe es . C . 

ey @ a ee “© 
ley eis 4 - 

r 


o ry wes ils ag 


AY 


Director of the aforementioned National Mobilization to End the War 
in Vietnam, the united front organization which includes a broad 
grouping of organizations of diverse political philosophies, including - 
Communist, Socialist, pacifist and civil rights. It was this organiza- 


‘tion which sponsored the 15 April 1967 demonstrations in New York 


City and San Francisco and the Pentagon protests of 21 October 1967. 
Politically, Bevel has leaned far to the Left. He has vigorously pro- 
tested U.S. policy in Vietnam and has called the President a murderer.. 
Although not specifically declaring himself to be a member of the 
Communist Party, he stated on 5 March 1966, in reply to a question 
about Communist Party membership, that "every thinking American © 
should be.'' He has also stated: 'We here will decide what the Govern- 
ment will be when we take over." His wife, also active in the Vietnam 
protest movement, was one of the ''peace ladies'' who met with North 
Vietnamese and Viet Cong representatives in Southeast Asia in 1966, 


Despite Dr. King's statements the Washington 


“protests are for "jobs or income for all," there can be little doubt 


the activity will be closely interlinked with the "peace" movement, 
particularly at the stage when "peace" groups are formally invited in 
as the activity escalates. The FBI has noted that Dr. King has shown 
not only a willingness, but even an eagerness to accept Communist aid, 
to support Communist causes, to confer with high-ranking Communist 
functionaries, and to rely heavily upon the advice and direction of 
dedicated Communists with concealed affiliation. It notes, specifically, 
that one of these Communist advisors wrote King's vicious denunciation 
of U.S. policy in Vietnam which he delivered before the 15 April 1967 
rally held in New York City by Bevel's National Mobilization Committee 
to End the War in Vietnam (then called the Spring Mobilization Com- 
mittee). According to the FBI, Dr. King is regarded in Communist 


circles as "la genuine Marxist-Leninist who is following the Marxist- 


Leninist line, "' 


b. Close on the heels of the initiation of Dr. King's 
Washington campaign, and possibly. well-timed with the proposed formal 


- call for participation by "peace'' groups as that campaign escalates, are 


the ''National Days for Black Unity Against the War in Vietnam, 19-20 
May 1968." Sponsored by the Peking-line Progressive Labor Party: 
and certain to attract the more militant factions, the protest calls for 
nationwide demonstrations "against the war in Vietnam and slum Jand- 
lords," ‘The announced highpoint of the protests is a day of weteapreed: : 
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work stoppage and demonstrations on campuses and in cities through- 
out the United States, tentatively set for 19 May. A potential for 


- disturbance exists since the Maoist sponsors will have had almosta 
month to observe and assess the effects of Dr. King! s Washington 


campaign. 


RT ina, 


5. Iwill continue to keep you advised on significant dévelop- 
ments in this area as they come to our attention. You will be pleased 
to know FBI liaison has been most cooperative and effective in providing 
this office with timely information about the various domestic militants 
and protest groups. 


| i we . i’ : = _ a . 7 
. Charles W. Kane... a 


Acting Director of Security. 


Attachment as stated 
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21 July 1965 


In connection with another matter, a source of.-this office talked 
to Mr. Jay Richard KENNEDY’ at his residence, New York City, on 13 duly 
1965. (Various topics were covered during the interview and have been 
reported under separate memoranda. ) Following are (Mr. KENNEDY's comments. 
(not verbatim) concerning James FARMER of CORE which(Mr. KENNEDY indicated 
should be forwarded in part to the President. In this connection, it should 
be noted that the source made it specifically clear to Mr. KENNEDY that he 
had no access to the White House, or any channel to the White House, but 
that he would report ‘Mr. KENNEDY's! comments in his usual channel into his 
own particular office within the Agency. 


‘Mr. KENNEDY: pointed.out that James FARMER, -who-is head of CORE, is 
the number one target of the..Maoist Communists. and that by target(Mr. > 
KENNEDY specifically meant that FARMER either had to be assassinated or _ 
"engulfed" and taken over by the Peking-line Communists. (Mr. KENNEDY: stated 
that this was obvious since FARMER is the only known non-violence advocate 
who is an outstanding anti-Communist and the foremost negro leader who 
commands a national following. (Mr. KENNEDY. stated Martin Luther KING has 
already shown his hand by attacking the Administration and advocating a 
pull-out in Vietnam (KENNEDY insists that KING is compromised by his moral 
background and is probably controlled by Peking-line Communists); A. Phillip 
RANDOLPH is out of the United States and is very inactive; Harry BELAFONTE, 
of course, is a Communist and undoubtedly Peking controlled; and Whitney 
YOUNG and Roy WILKINS have no popular grass-roots type of following. 


(Mr. KENNEDY stated that the effort to "get" FARMER was obvious in 
the recent CORE convention at Durham, North Carolina, where efforts were 
made to remove FARMER as head of CORE and where the convention had adopted 
an anti-Administration "pull-out of Vietnam" line. (Mr. KENNEDY stated ob- 
viously this was Peking-line inspired and. the remarkable about-face that 
FARMER forced on the convention not only showed FARMER's control and. 
courage, but very clearly targeted him to the Peking-line Communists. ‘Mr. | 
KENNEDY pointed out it must be remembered that while the convention was 
going on, Martin Luther KING issued a public statement denouncing U. S. 
policy and advocating pulling out of Vietnam. 


Further, (Mr. KENNEDY. commented that FARMER's wife, Iulu, who is a 
white woman, had called(Mr. KENNEDY. from Durham and that‘Mr. KENNEDY had, 
in addition to offering advice » offered to come to Durham at that time. (Mr. 


.KENNEDY ‘commented he cannot state the exact effect his talk with Mrs. 


FARMER had (which is apparently unknown to James FARMER), but it was ob- 
vious that FARMER's reversing the CORE convention stand followed in the wake 
of this telephone call. Further, according to Mr. ‘KENNEDY, FARMER, immedi- 
ately upon arriving in New York from Durham, called ‘Mr. KENNEDY. 
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Subsequently, according to (Mr. KENNEDY, he has talked with FARMER 
both before his trip to Bogalusa, Louisiana, and after his return. ‘Mr. 
(KENNEDY ‘stated that he had asked FARMER about the situation in Louisiana 
and FARMER had explained his views in the following manner which is the basis 
for the KENNEDY recommendation of passing the information to the White House. 
FARMER stated that his problem in Bogalusa and also in other places in the 
South is the fact that the poor negro families, most of whom reside in 
isolated areas of country surrounding the towns, are subject to terror and 
intimidation by bands of white extremists who threaten and actually commit 
bodily harm on these negro people. Furthermore, these people have no means 
of transportation and to try to get them to come into town to register as 
voters, facing the difficulties of intimidation and lack of transportation, 
is a major problem. According to FARMER, there has been no help for these 
people until the advent of the so-called Deacons and that the Deacons have 
offered assistance and more importantly physical protection. FARMER stated 
that when these people turned to him and asked "What can we do?", FARMER 
had no real answer. According to(Mr. KENNEDY, he asked FARMER why didn 't- : 
he appeal to the President personally since FARMER does have access to the 
White House, and FARMER stated that he could not do this now. (Mr. KENNEDY: 
asked him why he caild not and FARMER explained that if he publicly appealed 
to the President after forcing the CORE convention to reverse its stand on 
Vietnam, it would look like a "deal" and that he, FARMER, could be dis- 
credited because of this. “Mr. KENNEDY asked FARMER what type of appeal 
should be made to the White House and FARMER, in substance, replied that 
if the White House were to send in either federal troops or federal marshals 
to protect the negro voters then he, FARMER, could handle the Deacons. Mr. 
(KENNEDY: asked FARMER if he knew the leadership of the Deacons and named 
Ernest THOMAS and "Val" SIMS. FARMER stated, of course, he knew both of 
these individuals and when asked by(Mr. KENNEDY about how many Deacons there 
were, FARMER stated that all told they had estimated about 10,000. (Mr. | 
(KENNEDY then said how could you handle the Deacons assuming that you had 
federal troops or marshals to help. According to Mr. KENNEDY, FARMER stated 
that he would tell the Deacons and their leaders to "cool it" and "they 
would cool it." (Mr. KENNEDY insisted that FARMER is extremely positive on 
this point. 


According to‘ Mr. KENNEDY, FARMER is somewhat naive politically and 

although (Mr. KENNEDY has tried to explain to him the Maoist tactics, FARMER 
. does not as yet fully comprehend them. (Mr. KENNEDY stated it is perfectly 

obvious that behind the Deacons is a strong organization force of hard 

core Peking-line Communists. (Mr. KENNEDY further stated that the Communists 

are provoking violence and also quite obviously they are provoking violence 

in an area where CORE is active. Also it was clearly apparent that they 

worked against FARMER at the national CORE convention at Durham, North 
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(Mr. KENNEDY stated that there is a facade of legitimate, harassed os 
negroes who are honestly trying to protect other negroes (and themselves) y 
by defending them by physical means and that these negroes are being duped 
and pushed into violence by the Communists. They, of course, do not-under- 
stand this. (Mr. KENNEDY further said that FARMER, himself, does not 
directly understand although he may have learned a rude lesson at the 
Durham, North Carolina, convention where he was nearly kicked out of his 
leadership. In addition, ‘Mr. KENNEDY stated that if the negroes got federal 
support and FARMER stopped the Deacons movement, this would leave the hard 
core Communists behind the Deacons exposed and vulnerable. 


(Mr. KENNEDY stated that it is his intention to meet with FARMER as 
soon as possible and go over again with him the matter of the Deacons and 
the left-wing political maneuvers behind the Deacons. 
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Memorandum 


TO : Chief, Security Research Staff DATE: 7 July 1965 


FROM : Chief, Liaison & External Ops Branch/SRS 


SUBJECT: Telephone Conversations with Jay Richard KENNEDY, 
5 July and 6 July 1965 


_ i. Set out following is a very brief summary of Mr. KEN- 
‘NEDY's' views and comments of recent events,particularly in the civil 
rights area, 


2. Mr. KENNEDY, in the first conversation which was on 

5 July, stated that his study of the activities of the various leaders in 

the civil rights movement and the positions taken by the various groups ~ 
have forced him to the conclusion that there is an almost complete split 
in the civil rights movement and that those groups which are militant 

and advocating violent action have been captured by the Peking-line Com- 
munists. He stated that there is a great deal of information which wald _ 
support this contention. Along this line, it is particularly interesting to 
note that the Secretary of State, Mr. Rusk, commented that Hanoi had 
spurned the peace efforts of the Unitéd States which, according to KEN- 
(NEDY, shows how contemptuous the Peking-line is of us and, of course, 
is reflected in the anti-United States policy attacks of the action groups.in 
the civil rights movement. KENNEDY pointed out that Martin Luther 
KING was now linking the civil rights movement to attacks on our policy 
in Vietnam and that others were following this trend. . 


! 


3. Mr. KENNEDY. stated that a few days back James FARMER, 
head of CORE, had denounced men appearing in CORE picket lines who 
were armed; but‘KENNEDY stated that FARMER had not followed up this 
protest and had not moved strongly after he had made this attack. 


4. He stated that all of the Negro groups have a wing that 
wants militant action and that these groups are subject to or soon will be 
subject to Peking direction and domination. 


5, ‘Mr. KENNEDY concluded this long conversation by stating 
that at the present moment, it is a certain conclusion that the Peking-line 
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Communists have achieved a "fifth column" in the United States and that 
this will be used not only to disrupt and attempt to capture-the civil rights 
movement, but will be used as a weapon to attack U.S. policy in South 
Vietnam, the Dominican Republic and wherever the Peking-line Commu- 
nists direct. 


3 


6. On 6 July Mr. KENNEDY called and pointed out that FARM- 
ER had apparently suddenly moved in a bid to become the top negro leader 
in the United States who champions non-violence and anti- Communism. 
(KENNEDY. Stated, that with Martin Luther KING moving toward the Peking - 
line and splitting the civil rights movement between militants and activists 
and the non-violent groups, FARMER's stand at the CORE convention in 
Durham, North Carolina, over the past few days was remarkable. KEN-| 
(NEDY referred to the New York Times article, page 1, which very clearly 
shows that FARMER had reversed a CORE stand against our government's 
activities in Vietnam and had successfully led a fight to. take CORE out of 
‘international politics and to concentrate that group in the civil rights area. 
Further, according to. KENNEDY, it should be noted that FARMER went 
solidly against such so-called self-defense organizations as the ''Deacons"', 


7. When asked to explain what finally produced this strong 
change on FARMER's part,( Mr. KENNEDY stated that there were probably 
a number of factors, but certainly one of the factors had to be the fact that 
Mr. FARMER is married to a woman of the white race. (Mr. KENNEDY) 
also stated that possibly FARMER was beginning to realize the splitting in 
the movement and had decided the time had come to take a firm position. 
‘KENNEDY pointed out that he had been urging FARMER to do this for some 
time. 


8. .KENNEDY stated that he had made several telephone calls 


. to FARMER's wife and that she had filled him in on the fight in the CORE 


convention in Durham, North Carolina, which the New York Times article 
covered, ‘KENNEDY ‘stated that it was remarkable that FARMER could 
reverse an already determined position by the convention and that he could 
take command of the group as he had done. \KENNEDY added that this 
would probably bring Allan MORRISON in line behind FARMER and would 
give FARMER the benefit of the publicity of the magazines that MORRISON 
directs, 


Pu 


SECRET: 


a 


14-00000. 
eg a = ; @ oo Ce) 
CT ANT 
ai SECRET 


. - 
awe Ata dng 


9. KENNEDY) concluded by saying that this hard stand by 
FARMER will be very significant, particularly if he continues to hold 


this position. 


10, ‘KENNEDY’ stated that he would talk to the FBI concern- 
ing this in New York City and would continue to keep us informed. = — 
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8 February 1968 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Security Research Staff 


SUBJECT : @WaysRichara“KENNEDY - REPORT FROM 


1. :day’ viewed B FONTE's emceeing of the Johnny CARSON Show - - 
last night. ‘Jay said that Sidney POITIER and Livingston WINGATE at 
the prompting of BELLAFONTE went into a lengthy discussion of how 
Martin Luther KING obtained his money some years ago. According to 
KENNEDY, B FONTE is setting the stage for a future discussion of 
this matter ‘when KING appears tonight on the show. 


2. ‘KENNEDY: concludes that the reason for the discussion of the 
alleged source of the funds supplied to KING at this late date must be 
because there has been a leak of information and all concerned realize 
that probably the FBI is putting pressure on KING to disclose the true 
source of the funds. 


3. Jay: now speculates who leaked the information that he 
supplied to us that the funds source was from the Chicoms. I assured 
‘Jay; that no information that he passes to us is given to any source 
but an official one. 
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5 April 1968 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Security Research (Staff 
SUBJECT : REPORT FROM(Jay Richard KENNEDY ' 


1. (Jay reported that following the assassination of the 
Reverend Martin Luther KING, Jim FARMER called Jay’ for advice. 
FARMER claimed. that President JOHNSON by telephoning Whitney YOUNG 
and other Negroes of the same persuasian extending the President's 
sympathy on the untimely death of the Reverend KING manifests the 
belief that the President is misinformed in matters of this delicacy. 
FARMER claims that the Negroes are embittered and believe that if the 
President had not been spending all of our resources on winning the 
war in Viet Nam, this tragic event would not have occured. i= 


2. According to, KENNEDY, FARMER stated that he, FARMER, had 
been in touch with the Reverend FOUNTROY and FOUNTROY stated that the 
poor peoples march on Washington which KING was to lead on ee April 
1968 will still be held. 


3. (KENNEDY said that he had called Bill CONNELL and recommended 


that the President issue a proclamation which would make this weekend 


one of silent prayer. He suggested that the President call upon all 
ministers, rabbi¢s and priests to concentrate on texts which would 
emphasj@the need for peace in the world. (KENNEDY ‘said that he also 
suggested to Bill Connell that the President extend an invitation to 
Mahalia JACKSON to sing Sunday in a memorial service in Washington, D. C. 
at the Lincoln Memorial. (KENNEDY said that he would be able to bring 
SINATRA to Washington at the same time to sing hymns known and loved 

by the black race. (KENNEDY: said that today at sundown begins the Jewish 
Sabbath and that he: had urged Bill CONNELL to request that his suggestions 
be acted upon forthwith. (KENNEDY said that he hates to see this govern- 
ment reacting to notification that the New York Stock Exchange will shht 
down its trading at 11:00 today and use the time for silent prayer. 
KENNEDY said that he also noted that campuses all over the United States 
have also agreed to hold memorial services. He thinks that this govern- 
ment should be way out front in this regard and 
the practices put into motion by the Stock Ex 


EWAIMPDET tf peGI2V7 


SECRET 


a 


@ scCRET © 
a EYES ONLY 


8 April 1968 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Security Research Staff 


SUBJECT : (Jay Richard KENNEDY) - REPORT FROM 


| if 
1. ‘KENNEDY’ called me this morning at the office to thank me uel? 


oar Ante 


|for my efforts over the weekend to locate his daughter who was veces | 
jarily in the city and who he suspected may be a victim of the local 


beatae 
;rioting. nt epee menaerwine iompnmeerasin thio ASETT TOE 


2. ‘KENNEDY advised that Harry BELAFONTE was not in evidence 
on TV following the assassination of Martin Iuther KING on Thursday, 
4 April 1968. ‘KENNEDY received word:from a reliable source that — a 
BELAFONTE, who is under Peking discipline, was instructed notito be 
in the forefront. BELAFONTE has, however, now been instructed to 
move in to the home of Martin Luther KING's widow in Atlanta. He is 
now there and will remain until several days after the funeral. 
BELAFONTE, Stokely CARMICHAEL and other leaders in the Black Power 
structure who are under Peking discipline will hold a strategy meet- 
ing in the Reverend KING's home after the funeral. 


3. ‘KENNEDY suggested that television on Tuesday will disclose 
that BELAFONTE and Robert (KENNEDY will be in the forefront during the 
funeral services. According to Jay, BELAFONTE has sufficient information 
of a blackmail nature on Bobby ‘KENNEDY that will result in’ KENNEDY 
reacting as a puppet to Peking direction in the coming presidential 
nominating campaign. ‘KENNEDY urges that a task force be established 

not by the FBI but by the intelligence community to cover BELAFONTE from 
now-on in which should develop the intelligence that BELAFONTE, Martin 
Luther KING, and Mrs. KING have for years been the perma dali 
Peking. a Os 
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11 May 1965 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD 


SUBJECT: < Jay KENNEDY, Conversation with 


1. The writer had a short discussion this morning with‘Jay © 
(Kennedy — concerning the involvement of A. Philip RANDOLPH, the distinguished 
Negro leader, in the so-called "Declaration of Conscience" against partici- 
pation in the war in Vietnam. In fact, this Declaration of Conscience goes 
so far as to attempt to get Negroes to refuse to register for the draft 
which is, infact, illegal activity and: against Federal law. _ 


a 2. In summarizing (Kennedy's point of view, the problem appears 
to be something like this. The Communist left is making an all out drive 
to get into the Negro movement. If through any mechanism they can link 
prominent Negro leaders to illegal activities and activity which is against 
President Johnson's policy, this may cause a serious break between Johnson 
and the Negro leadership which, in turn, may create a violent disruption 
in the Negro Civil Rights Movement which would give the Communists an 
opportunity to cause chaos and disruption. ; 


3. Furthermore, if the above is coupled with an exposure of 


to the Negro movement would be impossible to estimate. \Kennedy is gravely 
concerned that KING may be exposed by white sources, official or otherwise, _ 
which would have no good effect and would probably only make KING a martyr ./ 
Kennedy was also concerned that KING might possibly be _assassinated before) 


Martin Luther KING, Jr. by other then members of his own race, the damage . \" ‘ 
17, 


his exposure which would have the effect of making. him a martyr and would not 


be at all helpful to the Negro movement. It is\ (Kennedy'* s belief that. Boe} 

ow or other Martin Luther KING must be removed from the leadership of the | 
Negro movement, and his removal must come from within not from without. ? 
‘Kennedy feels that somewhere in the Negro movement, at the top, there must 
be a Negro leader who is "clean" who could step into the vacuum and chaos: 
if Martin Luther KING were either exposed or assassinated. 


4. In summary, Kennedy feels that unless the Negro leaders, 
other than KING, are informed and are capable of intelligent maneuvering, 
the Communists or Negro elements who will be directed by the Communists 
may be in a position to, if not take over the Negro movement, completely 
disrupt it and hence cause extremely critical problems for the Government 
of the United States. 
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9 June 1965 


MEMORANDUM FOR ‘ Chief, Security Research Staff 


SUBJECT : (KENNEDY, Jay Richard 
(Conversation with 8 June 1965, 
Washington, D.C.) 


1. On 8 June 1965, the writer met with/Mr. Kennedy at the Hilton: 
‘Hotel, Washington, and had a long discussion with him beginning at approxi- 
mately 1:15 and ending at 5 p.m. Mr. Kennedy.'s. comments covered a wide 
range of matters, but basically they.can be broken down into 3 main topics; 


(a) His attitude towards the FBI; gs rated 


eg Oe ete hel ae et eee Re aS Re 5 
(b)| His thoughts concernirig the writing of a series of books r 
with the protagonist a CIA agent; and adem ees 


(c) Comments on the Negro Civil Rights Movement, the various 
personalities connected with it, and some of (Mr. Kennedy's — 
opinions and theories regarding future events connected 
with the Civil Rights Movement. : 


Fach of the above will be discussed separately. 


“Mr. Kennedy's attitude towards the FBI 


2. Sometime back, Chief, SRS, decided that it would be. advantageous 
to have ‘Mr. Kennedy give information, particularly regarding the Civil Rights 
Movement, to agents of the FBI in New York City, particularly if this infor- 
mation concerned domestic or local events and activities. Chief, SRS, felt 
that it would be a faster means of communication than heretofore used where-~- 
in Mr. Kennedy: communicated with SRS officers who, in turn, passed the in-. 
formation to either the FBI or areas where it was useful. 


3. Mr. Kennedy: made it very clear that he did not wish to commni- 
cate with FBI agents, that the Civil Rights Movement should be regarded as 
an international situation because of the Communist directed infiltration 
into the movement, and that he felt in some respects that he was being 
"€owngraded" by being a ran mile ce by the FBI and not in a higher echelon 
a eee (ee 
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of Government. While ‘Mr. Kennedy did not absolutely refuse to cooperate 

with.the Bureau, he made it obvious that only if there was a matter which 

he felt was of interest directly to the Bureau locally, would he furnish 

this type of information; otherwise, he would furnish it as he has done 

previously or cease altogether. The writer attempted, more or less unsuc- 

cessfully, to discuss jurisdiction with Mr. Kennedy, but'Mr. Kennedy main- 

tained his position that the matter was not one of jurisdiction for the FBI 

or any single Government agency, but was one that the Government, including 

CIA, should be interested in; namely, the international Communist efforts xe 
& 


at eorruyeing and seizing the Negro Civil Rights Movement. xs 
o 
J* 


—— eases. sates ef rien 


Mr. Kennedy's thoughts regarding a possible writin of « a series of noyels 
- aimed at improving the picture of CIA and defending this Government's actions | 
and the activities of the CIA in support: of the Government. a 
4. During the long conversation, \Mr. Kennedy introduced this sub- 
ject by saying that he was sick and tired of the poor public picture that 
was constantly being presented of the CIA by all sorts of writers, left- 
wing and otherwise. He stated that Government agents were generally painted 
; as fools and idiots, and that the Headquarters activities obviously were 
' some sort of super government who acted solely on their own and aten against 
the interests of the United States. He stated that he had read a number of 
books such as "The Invisible Government", and this type of reporting dis- 
gusted him. He stated that he had in mind the writing of a series of novels, : 
using a CIA agent as hero, which would reflect decent, intelligent, and : 
courageous work on behalf of the United States. He stated that the James 
Bond books by Fleming averaged 190-200 pages, and he felt that he could 
write this type of a novel once or twice a year in addition to his serious 
work .as a novelist. 


wettemee 


wae eee 


H 
i 
| 


| 

i ‘NOTE: Mr. Kennedy's latest novel is. about to be.published, and he was in 

‘ Washington for the American Booksellers Association Convention. “Sf é 
,} 


5. \Mr. Kennedy: stated he was certain that he could handle this type . 
of writing since he had demonstrated his capacity as a writer, but that he i 
might require certain technical assistance, particularly in terms of trade-? 
craft and certain fundamental matters of which he had little knowledge. He’ 
indicated that perhaps some support could be given him if it was agreed thet 
the idea of the novels had merit, and that support could take the shape of : 
area knowledge, tradecraft, terminology, and perhaps some operational i 
matters which were not sensitive or classified. o 
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6. The eater indicated that the idea had merit and that aeeible 
i he could be given:some technical support on-a covert basis. The writer 

| wanted to know who would publish this, or did Mr. Kennedy have in mind any 
| 


particular publisher who would publish this if (Mr. Kennedy wrote it. ‘Mr. 

} Kennedy stated that he was absolutely certain that his own publisher would 
{ jump at the chance to publish this type of novel if he thought Mr. Kenrmdy 
: | would write them, and‘Mr. Kennedy was quite willing to discuss the matter 
. with his publisher, quite possibly during the following evening. Mr. Kennedy 
stated that he had given this matter considerable thought and because he 
was incensed at the bad press the Agency and other Government institutions 
_ : were getting, he would be quite willing to undertake this task. He added 
: that he already had conceived three plots that he felt would be suitable in 

'. this connection. : 


Fan rere nee 


7. The writer, as ntioned above, encouraged Mr. Kennedy but stated 
he could make no substantial commitment, but that he would like to discuss 
these proposals with Chief, SRS and other associates. 


’ 


8. On 9 June 1965, \Mr. Kennedy, who was then leaving Washington, 
called the writer and stated that he had talked this idea over with his 
publishers and they are enthusiastic about the idea since he said he would 
be willing to undertake it, and that, in turn, they would bring to bear all 
of their capacity for distribution of literary works. ‘Mr. Kennedy stated 
that his publisher is with the,World Publishers, Inc., who are, in turn, 
controlled by the Chandler interests of the West Coast. The writer again 
thanked .Mr. Kennedy and stated that the matter would immediately be discussed. ; 
NOTE: It should be noted that Mr. Kennedy is a thoroughly experienced : 
writer with a number of books to his credit and is not given to idle con- 
wereetroe in matters such as this Mees: attached). _ 
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Civil Rights Movement 


9. For background information, it is to be recalled that Mr. 
Kennedy has long provided information on the Negro Civil Rights Movement 
and its various leaders. “Mr. Kennedy's position is one of complete sympathy 
with the Negro and the Civil Rights Movement, but holds that only through 
legal means and peaceful means should the Negro aims be accomplished. Mr. 
‘Kennedy, who is a violent anti-Communist, has been alarmed at the Communist 
movement into the Negro Civil Rights field and the Communist penetration into 
the various Negro organizations. He has undeniably done everything in his 
capacity to help the Negro leaders, particularly James FARMER of CORE. 
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It is worth noting for the record that\(Mr. Kennedy has been involved with 
various Negro leaders since as early as 1934; -and he has known a number of 
the leaders, on a very close personal basis, since that time. ied 


10. ‘Mr. Kennedy's main concern has been that the highly derogatory 
information, of which he is familiar, concerning Martin Luther KING, Jr., 
will be exposed to the public by the wrong people and at the wrong time 
which, in‘Mr. Kennedy's opinion, will set the Civil Rights Movement back 
years and would perhaps give the Communists a chance to either ther dis- 
rupt it or toseize control of the movement. 


VUES IAS et Ga ctl 


11. To make certain that this report reflects as accurately as 
_ possible the derogatory information on Martin Luther KING, Jr., here are 
three main categor® s: 


nt Ce + 


(a) Highly derogatory information on sexual abnormalities and 
sexual activities which have taken place within the United 
States and overseas; 


(b) A possible theft of money; and 


(c) ‘Association with identified Communist or pro-Soviet types 
on an intense personal basis, particularly Harry BELAFONTE, 
the Negro actor/singer. ; 


To further set the background, it should be recalled that several months 

ago a very serious dispute erupted between Mr. John Edgar HOOVER and Martin 
Iuther KING, Jr. At that time James FARMER, head of CORE, received infor- 
mation, from an absolutely reliable source, that the FBI had derogatory in- 
formation on Martin Luther KING, Jr., that Mr. HOOVER was incensed on attacks 
on his agents and the integrity of his organization, and that. grave possi- 
bilities existed that Mr. HOOVER would turn loose to the public the derog- 
atory information which has been presented above. In turn, FARMER gave the 
information, in confidence, to\Mr. Kennedy and at approximately the same 
time, FARMER confronted Martin Luther KING, Jr. with the facts. It is suf- 
‘ficient to say that the matter was hushed up by KING visiting HOOVER. A 
‘number of meetings took place between the top Negro leaders and discussions 
were held as to what to do about the derogatory information, since obviously 
other individuals would know about it. To date, nothing has been done, and 
the debate is going on in the top Negro channels at the present time. 
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11. With this background in mind, the writer asked Mr. Kennedy who 
were the top Negro leaders that he was in contact with and what were their 
relationships one to another. The writer named the following individuals, 
and these were acknowledged by ‘Mr. Kennedy as persons with whom he was 
dealing: 


Whitney YOUNG of the Urban League 

Roy WILKINS of the NAACP 

James FARMER of CORE 

A. Phillip RANDOLPH, veteran Negro union leader ae 


Allan MORRISON, top Negro editor and journalist in the : 2 
United States. 


The other leaders of first magnitude that entered the discussion are Martin 
Iuther KING, Jr. and Harry BELAFONTE, who has been established clearly as 

a close and intimate friend of Martin Luther KING, Jr. and whose left wing 
background is also known. Some of the lesser Negro leaders will be mentioned 
later, but those of the greater strength and opposed to KING are YOUNG, 
WILKINS, FARMER, RANDOLPH, and MORRISON. \Mr. Kennedy replied to the ques- 
tion of rapport among these leaders by saying flatly that there was no rap- 
port at all, that all mistrust and dislike the other, and in certain cases, 
there was often antagonism. (Mr. Kennedy stated that the brightest, shrewidest, 
and cleverest of all was Roy WILKINS, but a man who had no popular or grass 
roots following. He stated that Whitney YOUNG was a bright Negro, but who 
had no following whatsoever in the popular sense, but was making a definite 
play to gain power by seeking to be publicly connected with important 
individuals both in the Government -and.out. “Mr. Kennedy described A. Phillip 
“RANDOLPH as a controversial old man, possibly becoming. senile, who was afraid 
to act for fear of damaging his own reputation and who liked to imagine 
himself as the "Moses" of the Negro race. RANDOLPH has some popular follow- 
ing, but he is aloof and has not committed himself as intensely as some of 
the others. James FARMER, according to Kennedy, is probably the most sin- 
cere and devoted of the leaders,’ but is naive and has a complete capacity 

for saying the wrong thing at the wrong time. FARMER personally is clean 

and he does, in fact, have the grass roots support of the large organization 
CORE, which he controls.’ .Mr.Kennedy insisted that he is law abiding, non- 
violent, and a CRCeEe individual, but not too politically intelligent. 
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12. ‘Mr. Kennedy stated that for weeks the problem of Martin Luther 
KING, Jr.-has been discussed: between these leaders and that all of them are 
aware of the details. (Mr. Kennedy stated that to show the range of con- 


nections involved here and the sensitive nature of it » he gave the following 
example. 


He said that a few days ago, he was in the office of Whitney 
YOUNG to discuss with him this matter. ‘Mr. Kennedy’ stated that 
for the first 15 minutes or so, YOUNG was constantly being called 
to the telephone and the conversation was interrupted. . Mr.. 

Kennedy commented that the first two calls that came in were in- 
consequential, but he stated that the third call was from the 
President of the United States. ‘Mr. Kennedy stated that he ae 
listened to two more calls then’ told-YOUNG that either he would 
have to quit accepting phone calls or ‘Mr. Kennedy would no longer. _ 
discuss anything with him. Whitney YOUNG then told his secretary 
to stop the calls, and they discussed the matter. ‘Mr. Kennedy 
stated that the conversation was basically his attempting to 
get Whitney YOUNG to come to some agreement with the other leaders 
on the KING matter by pointing out that Roy WILKINS was in favor 
of "dumping" KING, and that he, Whitney YOUNG, hadn't committed 
himself to anything. .Mr. Kennedy indicated that this conversation 
was not profitable. 


13. Of considerable importance to(Mr. Kennedy was the following. 
He was having a conversation with Allan MORRISON, the Negro editor, and 
MORRISON said to him that he had received confirmation, in exact detail, of 
the derogatory KING story. Further, that the information had come from 
Washington from a highly placed official in the Department of Justice, Mr. 
» who had in turn conveyed the information to a Mr. -°- , a Negro 
also attached to the Department of Justice, who was working in Chicago and 


. who had given. it directly to Allan MORRISON.. MORRISON stated that he was 


told that the Washington source had the entire KING file in his office in- 
cluding photographs and tapes on Martin Luther KING, Jr.“ Mr. Kennedy said 
he asked MORRISON if he had done anything about this; and, according to 


‘Mr. Kennedy, MORRISON told him that he called a meeting of the top editors 


and officials of the Johnson publications (Ebony, etc.) of which he, 
MORRISON, is the top editor. According to MORRISON, he told those present 
the story. After some shocked silence, Mr. JOHNSON said to MORRISON and 
those present, we cannot publish that; and Mr. Kennedy said that MORRISON 
told Mr. JOHNSON, if we don't publish it, it is going to blow up underneath 
our noses because it is certain to come out sooner or later. 
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14h. (Mr. Kennedy stated that the details of the KING matter are 


‘definitely known to the editors of the New York Times and the New York - 


Herald Tribune, but they will not break the story because they have been 
asked not to. (Mr. Kennedy stated presumably by the President. 


15. The writer than referred to the(Kennedy thesis that Martin Luther 
KING, Jr. is moving in a way that is indicative that he is being controlled 
by the Peking line Commnists, possibly or probably through BELAFONTE, from 
whom there is some information that would indicate he is a Maoist. The 
writer asked\Mr. Kennedy what possible action would the Peking line Commu- 
nists take in the KING matter. (Mr. Kennedy replied by saying that it is 
certain to him that the Communists, both the Moscow and the Peking types, 
are aware of the Martin Luther KING, Jr. matter. “Mr. Kennedy stated as far 
as he could figure out, the Peking Communists would handle KING in one of 
two ways: a Se 


(a) We will permit you to remain head of the Negro movement in 
the United States and you may continue to rise in public ac- 
claim. The other Negro leaders have no courage and they 
will not expose you. They are cowards and controlled by 
the Capitalist leaders of the United States. You will, how- 
ever, remember that we know what the story is and you will 
do what you are told. Or 


(b) They, themselves, the Peking Commnists, will expose KING 
and in so doing they will end him, they will everlasting 
discredit all:-the other Negro leaders, and they will then 
be in a position to disrupt the Negro movement, cause chaos 
and trouble, and possibly gain control of it. If they ex- 
pose KING, they will say to the Press and public media which 
they control to the Negro people, that yow leaders have be- 
trayed you, they knew this story of KING all along and were | 
cowardly. They obeyed instructions from their capitalist - 
-leaders. 


16.-(Mr. Kennedy stated that he is absolutely convinced that the 
Peking line Commnists are moving ahead of the Moscow Communists » both in 
the world area and in the domestic scene. He pointed out that BELAFONTE has 
taken over the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee and that James 
FORMAN, its National Executive Secretary, is going along with this. He 
stated that there are other indications of the Peking line Commmnists show- 
ing strength, and that there are a number of ways this can be demonstrated. 
He called attention to the fact that for the last 3 or 4 weeks there has ‘been 
a period of inaction and that none of the Negro leaders, except James FARMER 
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of CORE, have been doing anything when they should have been strongly 
active. (Mr. Kennedy ‘states that it is his opinion that this is due to the 
movement being held in check by Peking line Communists who are demonstrating 
and consolidating their strength. He stated further that the "deacons" are 
nothing more than small ad hoc groups which the Peking line Communists have 
set up as needed and are, in fact, riding on the back of CORE. (Mr. Kennedy 
stated that they are not CORE groups, but are activist Negro advocates of 
violence and who are working to disrupt and smear CORE and its leadership. 
They are constantly working to convert CORE from a non-violent group into an 
action group which would, of course, put CORE in the Peking line. 


17. The writer asked(Mr. Kennedy if there was any indication that he 
knew of that would show that the Negro leaders--YOUNG, WILKINS, FARMER, 
RANDOLPH or MORRISON--were going to expose KING. ‘ Mr. Kennedy stated that 
there is no such information, that none of them wanted to be responsible for 
the exposure, nor could they agree among themselves to do it as a@ group. Ne 
MORRISON, himself, according tod Kennedy, would like to expose the situation, 
but he could not do this alone and unsupported. | Mr. Kennedy stated again, 
as he had many times previously, that unless this exposure comes from the 
Negro leaders themselves, the attacks on KING will be useless and will end 
up only making him perhaps a martyr and would set back the Negro Civil Rights 
Movement for years. 


18. Toward the end of the conversation, (Mr. Kennedy pointed out that 
any examination of the Civil Rights Movement, at the present time, would show 
a clear and concise picture of Communist penetration and activities, namely, 
from the Peking line Communists. “Mr. Kennedy said it is well to note that’ 
the war in Vietnam has now been linked to the Civil Rights Movement and, 
gradually, the two unrelated areas are being blended together in an all out 
Communist Party line attack on U.S. policy. ‘Mr. Kennedy stated that this has 
spread confusion into the Negro Civil Rights Movement and has duped many of 


. the leaders of the movement and caused them to make utterances which are 


stupid and certainly unpatriotic. “Mr. Kennedy referred to the activities and 
statements of A. Phillip RANDOLPH in behalf of the "Refusal to Fight" move- 
ment. ; 


19. Mr. Kennedy further said that the aims of the Communists were 
clear in that they wanted to link the Negro leadership and the Negro mass 
Civil Rights Movement into a position of anti-government action, and that 
the Peking line would be away from the Moscow "peaceful coexistence line", 
and would be continuous agitation for violent action and disruption. He 
stated that so called leaders like Martin Luther KING, Jr. and Harry BELA- 
FONTE have very clearly started blending the Negro Civil Rights Movement into 
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a merger with their attacks on the government policy in Vietnam and, even to 
a lesser degree, into attacks on government policy in the Dominican Republic. 
‘Mr. Kennedy predicted that more and more of this will appear as the summer 
goes along. He stated that among the most important leaders of the movement, 
he felt that only Allan MORRISON had a thorough understanding of the problem, 
that FARMER in a vague way understood the problem, but was not acute enough 
to clearly understand it and combat it. He said WIIKINS and Whitney YOUNG 


. probably understood this matter, but they are too busy attempting to create 


a good image of themselves in the public eye to be willing to get down and 
fight this penetration in an all out manner. 


20. \Mr. Kennedy stated that he would be continuously in touch with 
either Chief, SRS or the writer as he obtained information of interest. 
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SUBIECT: Notes Made During Conversations with 
(ORK in New York City “February 1955 


8. .Source states Martin Luther King is a homosexual and a "Switch Hitter". 
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MEMORANDUM FOR : Deputy Director for Support 


Threat to CIA by Some "Black Power" 


SUBJECT H 
Elexsents 


em. 


1. This memorandum is for information only. . 


2. The growing hostility expressed toward this Agency by 
some of the more volatils advocates of so-called “black power" pre- 
seats this Agency with what might be 3 new threat to its operations 
abroad and its image in the United States. . : 


3. In the past, denunciation of the Agenty by a scattered ge ee, 
few for the alleged Ageacy Mappagsination" of Patrice Lumuraba and” / att 
ssalcolm X. Little might have been dismissed as natural fall-out from, { ? 
embittered followers of the two, seeking a publicly-recognisabie ‘ 
seapegoat, and necessarily distorting the true facts behind the deathe* 

: to have them “prove” the case against the scapegoat. Presently, how=" # ke 
ever, the growing militancy of "black power” disciples--with clear . i ae 
links to both Maoist and Moscow Commmnisé ideologies--and similarly 
clear threats to counter this Agency's activities, necessitates placing f + 


the problem in an entirely new perspective. at fn & 
£ 


3 
¢ 


” 

4. The term “black power," despite ite militant origiad,. nee, oe ae 

has been accepted by some to describe the laudable efforts of economic | Peay al 
_-"gelf-help" and "pride of race" efforts of many Negroes at the commu-~: rap 
nity and collegiate level. Indeed, some of those of sincere dedication = / | 

ff to the orthodex civil rights movement have accepted ‘the use of the term / © 
"black power" to describe their efforts. This presents the problem of 4 
separating these constructive efforts--and advocates--from those whose 2 f 
4 fi 


ae 


goal in the destruction of the legally constituted govern:nent © . 
Naticn. Para oer ee 
7m , 2g Re ae 
s . ee ae 
: ; e We lar) hen gen a 
eee sae ee 
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5. At least two organizations, the National Urban League and 
the National “.ssociation for the Advancement of Colored People, have 
questioned the motives and tactics of those who advocate ' black power" 
and‘ black rebellion,’ and such respected Negro journalists as Carl 
T. Rowan and George Schuyler have warned against the militants. In 
its report for Fiscal Year 1967, the F<deral Bureau of Investigation 
has pointed out that ‘So-called civil rights organizations preaching 
hatred for the white race, demanding immunity from laws, and advo- 
cating violence constitute a serious threat to our country’s internal 
security.'’ (Emphasis added) The FBI annual report specifically at 
names the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee and the Revo- ==’ 
lutionary Action Movement as hoping "to disrupt the tranquility of cur : 
Nation with violence to further the concept of "black power.’ Accorde 
ing to the FBI report, "Leaders of these groups constantly attempt to 
spread domestic discord among Negroes by making inflammatory 
speeches and issuing hate-filled literature."" (The same report warns | 
of mech militant organizations as the Movimento Pro Indepencia de> 
Fuerto Rico, a group which has signed an "accord" to work with the 
eee Nonviolent Coerdinating Committee.) State and Federal 

legislative committees have taken notice of the Communist Hnks to 
some of the militant groups. 


~. the 
A eee 


6. In many ways this information is illuminating, yet in other © 
ways it presents the problem of carcitl evaluation. Mest certainly, .. 
all past members of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee sy 
cannot be charged with being » threat to the Nation's internal security, © ;- 
whereas those who support the statements and activities of the present. = / / 
leadership of SNCC mmat remain suspect. Similarly, those who heve 
adhered to the tenets of the Revolutionary Action Movement, even from , ©: 
its early days, must be considered more than suspect. eee 


7. Because of this matter of ‘degree’ of involvement in the 
unfavorable, indeed dangerous, aspects of ' black power," this office" / 
has compiled frem its records those personalities (Tab A), and ‘orgaala ah 
zations (Tab B) which must be of our official concern. Two crganixie., ty 
tions which have to date resisted the blancishments of ' black power) ; 
leaders are indicated in Teb C.. Many of the personalities and af 


a. oe ci ae 
a : 
: Dae ts 
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. to this memorancam, you will be advised. 


Orig - Ret to OS 


oa ~ er % ed! 
% + ae 


organizations in Tab ‘A and T2b B hava not specifically attacked this 
Agency, eithough the anti-U. S. policy stance of somo of them may 
rouke this only a temporary reprisvs. Cthers have not specifically 
spekon cut against the Agency, and by their nature, will probably 
never single ont this Agency for abuse or crgani-ed opposition. 


8 The Federal Bureau of Investigation hag advised that it 
knows of no organized ‘black power’ assault on this Agency other 
than the staternent of Stokely Carmichael that he is establishing a 
new group to oppose CLA activities. Cur records presently seem to 
lirnit information on open attacks on CIA to the Student Noaviclent 
Goordinating Comniittes, the Afro-American Heritage Association, 
and the Crganization of Afro-American Unity, the latter being the 
organization founded by the late Malcolm X, Little, and to individuals 
affiliated with a sumber of militant groups. Should information be re- 
ceived which significantly supplements that contained in the attachments 


Howard J. Osbora 
Director of Security 


Attachments: 
Tabs A, 3, Cc 
2 - DDS 
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KING, Martin Luther, Jr. - Rev. King heads the Southern ChrisHan 
Leadership Confsarence which the Joint Legislative Committss 
on Un-American Activities, State of Louisiana, reportsd on 
13 April 1964 to ba "substantially undsr the contro! of the 
Communist Party..." Dr. King and his wife have been cut. 
spoken critics of U.S. Vietnam policy. Dr, King ia known to 
have two advisors who were identified in the past with the Com- 
munist cause, and his deputy, Rev. James Bevel who heads 
the National Mobilization, has been quoted aa stating "every 
thirking American" should be a mamber of the Communist 
Party. Dr. King more recently has proposed extended civil 
disobedience in Washington, D.C., in the spring of 1958. Al- 
though Dr. King has participated in "peace” marctes in the 
past, he sent his regrets to the 21-22 October 1967 Pentagon 
protesters, indicating that he would have attended if other 
commitments had not precluded it. 
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Southern Christian Leadership Conference, <= een 
Atlanta , 


; This organization, headed by the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther 
Xing, Jr., is not cited hy any Federal agency or committee. Howoeyer, 
the Joint Legislative Committee on Un-American Activities, Stzta of 
Louisiana, reported on 13 April 1964: "The Commiites finds that the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference and the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee are substantially under the control of the Com- 
munist Party through the influence of the Southern Conference Educa- 
tional Fund and the Communists who control it." Der, King has been an 
outspoken opponent of U.S. involvement in the Vietnam conflict and has 
supported the various major protest movem ents. Hia deputy, Rev. 
James Bavel, has headed the April 15th Mobilization, the Spring 


- Mobilization Committee and presently heads the National Mobilization . 


Committee to End the War in Vietnam. Dr. King has been publicly ident. 
ified as attending at least one session at the Highlander Folk School and 
his deputy has indicated that "every thinking American" shonld bea _ 
member of the Communist Party. EBisources:have indicated-that Rey; 
King has-two past-identified Communists Serving -as advisors;vand that, 
they have-counseled Dr, King ‘to avoid involvement with the militants of 
SNCC,**~ a: noes ; 
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Potentin® for Civil Distarbanca, 
Washington, D.C.. Summer 1968 


en 


SUBIECT 


1, Thte memorandum is for tofosmmation only. 


2. m 15 March 1983, Ydurnivhed you with our update 
aggasement of the Black Power movement and attendant potential 
for civil disturoanca. Since that tine, we havea recoived two ex” 
cellent studies fron ths Federal Buzeau of Investigation which pro- 
wide oariditicnai initrrmation about extremist olements and the 
poventias iow civ ib disturbance in the District of Columbia during 
the summer of 1765. 


3, due of the reports, entitled “Martin Luther Kinz, 
jr. e«A Curront Analysis" mores ior. King's threat to dislocate the 
city of Waghingtos and fll tha jails ef tvathington and eUrrounaing, 
communities by having his followers engage ia civil disobedience 
during the prolonged wwrohisgten Eprisg Prnject” ox Ci°s0t People's , 
Campaign’ slated te begin on Ze April 1943. This TEL gtudy cots 
/ Rov. Ling's Marxist bent and the high depres of nileence on bis 
i nehavior by Ccrmmuatst claxnonts. Coupled with euch Communist 
influence aver the Poor Pecple's Campaign, the Fil etucay notes . 
the additional threat wich exists in the plans ef black nationalist 
groups to ecize the initiative of the Campaign and escalate the 
-demonatrations to violence. Yhese two iactors, states the FDL 
piudy, prescott “B potential tor an extremely explosive situation. " 
I have atincbad the mcet-detaiicd FBI atudy on py. liing's political 
orlentatlon aud moral weaknesses a8 TAB A. 


4, The seeend FDI etudy, entitled 'Mutlook fer Ractal 
‘ Violence in Vaachingt: D.G.%, provides an in-deqih reviaw of 
both explosive anv. i 


ME rnoueraling factors concerned with that tcp. 
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It notes that Wasbington, D.C. has a large, woll-established, re- 
sponsible Negro middle class which bas 2 stabilizing influence on 
the entire Negro community. It algo notes the dispersal of problem 
areas and the intensive awareness and concern of Governrnent. 
officials and community leaders for what occurs in the city. The 
report observes, however, “storm clouds gathering on the horizon." 
The report notes: "Were it not for the continuing presence of 
Stokely Carmichael in Washington and the roass civil disobedience 
demonstration that Martin Luther King hae planned for the Nation's 
Capital this spring, the racial cituation in the District cf Columbia 
' could be viewed with some measure of optimism when conmipared 
' with Ube prospects in some other major American cities... But 
“  Carmichdel's current organizing activity and King's scheduled 7 
demonstration bode ill for this city." “The immediate threat to 
Washington, " continues the analysis, "is posed by King's project. " 
It notes that the line between civil disobedience and violence is pre- 
cariously thin and can be cresecd over all too easily. "There ta 
danger," it notes, “that the demonstration will get out of control 
or that extremists will seize the project and take over its direction. " 
The King demonstration, states the report, "constitutes a grave 
threat to peace and order in this city." The FBI study also reas 
es & “long-range peril to Washington" in Carmichael's efforts to 
Y create a Black United Front. Carmichael’s aberrant personality 
as fag and his dedication and commitment to the use of violent action to 
destroy American society, the report concludes, ‘'can have only a 
polarizing and poisoning effect on race relations in Washington. 
He is o potent menace to the racial tranquility of this city." The 
detatled FBI study is attached as TAB 3. 


- 5. Lwill keep you informed of any edditional information 
received which reflecte on the potential for civil disturbance tn 
Washington and environs. 


Howard J. Osborn 
Director of Security 
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Chief of Station MWA é SCE 
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Surveillance on IDEN C fan’ 
ACTION REQUIRED - REFERENCES 4 


ACTION REQUIRED: For your information 


ie 


1. IDEN A, a cleared and witting contact, provided the 
following information which was obtained during a surveillance 
of IDEN C. The surveillance was a joint effort of IDEN A and 
local (ODENVY. ODENVY is nor aware that IDEN A has passed the - 
information to JMWAVE. ee 


2. On Thursday, 19 May 1966, a surveillance was instituted 
from Room 618 of IDEN B on adjoining Room 620, which was occupied 
by IDEN C and his aide IDEN D. The surveillance was initiated at 
11:00 a.m. and terminated at 5:15 p.m. During the conversation 
between IDENS C and D and another unknown Negro male, believed 
to be IDEN E, references were made to the Florida Gubernatorial 
Race; a trip to Bimini; and several miscellaneous sex experiences. 


3. On 20 May 1966 a search was made of rooms 620 and 622 
after IDENS C and D moved out. Forwarded under separate cover 
are copies of items found in the waste baskets and dressers; 

a hotel bill, and a list of telephone number's which were called 
or 18 - 19 May 1966. 


4. Of special interest among these items was a note which 
stated, IDEN F, please call Long Distance Operator IDEN G. 
IDEN H, according to IDEN A, is an identified member of the 
Communist st_ Party... Also, an envelope of IDEN B with the name 
IDEN’ I. . This person may..have been-one of.the occupants of the 
room. who remained in.the company of. IDENS C and D overnight. 


5. JMWAVE traces were negative on all personalities 
mentioned above as well as those names appearing in the date 
forwarded under separate cover. JMWAVE has carded only those 
personalities who reside in the JMWAVE area. 
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Separate Cover Attachment A to( UFGT + 16828 


IDEN A ‘Lt. Leslie J. Van Buskirk 
‘Chief, Criminal Intelligence pad 
‘Dade County Public Safety (Metro) 
Miami, Florida, : 
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‘Miami International Airport: 
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